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EXTINCTION REBELLION RALLY — PARLIAMENT HOUSE 
Statement 

HON TIM CLIFFORD (East Metropolitan) [9.44 pm]: I rise tonight to call on my colleagues to show some 
guts and stand with the community at the Extinction Rebellion rally on Thursday. I have had conversations with 
many people across the political divide. I have talked to them about why it is important to protect our future. A lot 
of people, regardless of their political affiliation, want to see meaningful action on climate change. They want to 
be free from the shackles of the party and big industry in this state. I know a lot of them care, and I know 
Hon Simon O’Brien cares because he knows that climate change is threatening all of us. A lot of people in this 
chamber have children and family members who will be affected by it. That is why it is important for us to do 
something about it. 
Hon Simon O’Brien: So they are going to glue themselves to the bollards outside Parliament. What some of your 
supporters need to do is grow up! 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! 
Hon Simon O’Brien: If he wants to direct his comments to me, I will give them back. 
The PRESIDENT: The member is directing his comments to me and I am trying to hear him. I think we should 
all give him a fair go. 
Hon TIM CLIFFORD: That goes for my regional colleagues who care about the increasing incidence of droughts, 
fires and floods in the future, and also my metro colleagues who care about affordable energy prices and being 
able to get onto public transport more cheaply. Also, coastal erosion and the heat island effect in the outer suburbs 
will affect many other people. A lot of people in the community are concerned because, on the news every day, 
they see what is going on and they see what is happening in other parts of the world. They have seen Greenland’s 
great melt that happened in the last two weeks. I also know that a lot of members in this place also listen to the 
community. They also read the petitions and the letters. They see the rallies going on around the world and they 
are wondering what is going on. That is why we need a lot of MPs in this place to get together to talk about how 
we can work together to find some solutions, instead of bickering with each other. 
We will be waiting outside on Thursday. We will be waiting for many of the other MPs in this place to come 
outside and talk to the community. Many of them have read the letters and read what has been going on. People 
have asked their elected representatives to take action; they want action. We currently have no climate policy in 
this state. We currently have no renewable energy target. The Environmental Protection Authority has been totally 
hit over the head by the amount of — 
Hon Robin Scott: As they should. 
Hon TIM CLIFFORD: The EPA has fallen under attack from many members in this place. The government is 
complicit in that because it is silent. A lot of people are fed up. That is why a lot of people are taking nonviolent 
direct action. They are causing disruption in a peaceful way because they want action to be taken. 
Hon Simon O’Brien: That is a contradiction in terms because it deliberately causes disruption. 
The PRESIDENT: Member, if you want to have a say, I am quite happy to give you the call when Hon Tim Clifford 
sits down. 
Hon TIM CLIFFORD: It takes a lot of courage to do what they are doing because they come under attack. They 
hear the comments that come out of many honourable members’ mouths. It takes a lot of guts. I speak to a lot of 
my constituents and when they are talking about action on climate change, they are wondering where the policy is 
and they are wondering where the action is. They are wondering whether members of Parliament will do their job 
and come together to address this issue, because it is an important issue for them. Members might dismiss these 
people as a rabble of tree-hugging hippies, but they are people from across the divide. These people are teachers, 
doctors, labourers and students. These people just care about what is going on. They want us to do our job and 
really address the issue of climate change. If we do not, the indirect costs will cost this state more than it would 
have cost to address the issue in the first place. We need some leadership. As I have said before, this government 
needs to do its job and address the issue of climate change.  
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